
In today’s complex world, it is all too easy 
to allow others to take control of our most 
basic of institutions.  Libraries are no differ-
ent. 
 
The following pages contain GOOGLE 
search results for Mr. Richard DiRusso, the 
person in charge of procuring books for the 
Pima County Library (Tucson) in Arizona. 
 
Who is in charge of buying books for your 
library?   Perhaps it is time to take a look. 
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Holleran, Bechdel win 2007 Stonewall Book awards Winners announced in Seattle at meeting of ALA 
The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered Round Table (GLBTRT) of the American Library 
Association (ALA) is pleased to announce the winners of the 2007 Stonewall Book Awards. Andrew 
Holleran, author of Grief (Hyperion), is the winner of the Barbara Gittings Book Award in Literature, 
and Alison Bechdel, author of Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic (Houghton Mifflin), is the winner of the 
Israel Fishman Book Award for Nonfiction.  
 
The announcement was made January 21 at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. This year marks 
the 36th anniversary of the Stonewall Awards. They will be presented to the winners at the 2007 ALA 
Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., on June 25, 2007.  
 
Grief is a first-person novel. Set in the nation's capitol, the narrator attempts to reconcile the loss of a 
parent against the background of post-AIDS Washington. Meanwhile, he finds an unexpected 
emotional connection in the correspondence of Mary Todd Lincoln and a bittersweet friendship with 
his landlord, a Gay contemporary.  
 
Holleran, the acclaimed author of Dancer from the Dance, has consistently been a distinctive voice of 
the Gay male experience, explains Stonewall Book Award Committee Chair Robin Imhof.  
 
"In Grief, Holleran has captured not only the grief experienced by the Gay community dealing with the 
AIDS epidemic, but also the human experience of loss," she says.  
 
"Bechdel's graphic memoir, Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic is remarkable not only for its 
compellingly drawn characters but also for its poignant narration. Bechdel both literally and 
figuratively illustrates the many closets out of which a family must come in order to survive," she 
continued. "In taking elements of the memoir and the graphic novel, Bechdel has produced a work 
that is as meticulously illustrated as it is rich in literary merit."  
 
Bechdel also is the creator of the award winning syndicated comic strip, "Dykes to Watch Out For," 
which mirrors the triumphs and foibles pf the GLBT community and contemporary American culture. 
2007 Stonewall honor books in literature are:  
 
- The Manny Files by Christian Burch (Atheneum Books)  
- The Night Watch by Sarah Waters (Riverhead)  
- Rose of No Man's Land by Michelle Tea (MacAdam/Cage)  
- The Scarecrow's Bible by Martin Hyatt (Suspect Thoughts Press)  
 
The 2007 Stonewall honor books in non-fiction are:  
- Covering by Kenji Yoshino (Random House)  
- Gay Power: An American Revolution by David Eisenbach (Carroll & Graf)  
- Male-Male Intimacy in Early Modern America by William Benemann (Harrington Park Press)  
- Mama's Boy, Preacher's Son by Kevin Jennings (Beacon Press)  
 
Members of the 2007 ALA Stonewall Book Award Committee are:  
 
Robin Imhof (Chair), University of the Pacific, Stockton, Calif.; Richard DiRusso (Vice-Chair/Chair-
Elect), Tucson-Pima Public Library, Ariz.; Robert L. Jaquay (Immediate Past Chair), William K. 
Sanford Town Library, Colonie, N.Y.; Billy C. Beal, Meridian Community College, Meridian, Miss.; 
Amy Hribar, MSU-Bozeman, Mont.; Rose M. Jackson, Portland State University, Ore.; Walter "Cat" 
Walker, Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles; Elizabeth Briggs, East Carolina University, 
Greenville, N.C.. James Carmichael, University of North Carolina, Greensboro, N.C.; Beth Gallego, 
Los Angeles Public Library; James Simonis, LeMoyne College, Syracuse, N.Y. and Arla Jones, 
Lawrence High School, Lawrence, Kan.  
 
The Stonewall Award, formerly called the ALA Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered (GLBT) 
Book Award, was established in 1971 and is the most enduring and oldest award of its kind. Each 
year the GLBTRT bestows two book awards: one for literature and one for non-fiction to "English-
language books of exceptional merit relating to the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
experience."  
 
For additional information on the Stonewall Book Awards, please visit: 
http://www.ala.org/ala/glbtrt/stonewall/stonewallbook.htm.  
 
A GLBTRT press release 

International Readers 
We want to learn about you and 
have you tell us about Gay Life 

where you live.  
...more... 

read the SGN in Arabic, Chinese, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, 

Korean, Portuguese, Spanish  
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Upcoming Events 

   June 15  
Forum @11:30-2PM 
Four Points Sheraton  
Richard DiRusso, Pima 
County Public Library 
"Banned! What They Don't 
Want You To Read Or See"  

   June 28  
Saguaro Romance Writers 
@10-1:30PM 
El Parador, 2744 E Broadway 
Blvd  
Award-winning romance 
novelist Laurie Schnebly 
Campbell, 
$15 members, $20 others. E-
mail Suzanne Moore at 
suz72350@hotmail.com  

   June 29  
Readers' Theatre @2-4PM 
St. Frances Cabrini Church  
3201 E. Presidio (Country 
Club & Ft. Lowell area) 
Showcasing SSA 
Playwrights, 
$10 admission includes 
refreshments 
  (see article)  

   July 20  
Forum @11:30-2PM 
Four Points Sheraton  
Stephen Mertz, 
"Seven Secrets of Getting 
Published"  

   July 26  
Saguaro Romance Writers 
@10-1:30PM 
El Parador, 2744 E Broadway 
Blvd  
Golden Heart and Golden 
Quill award winner Anita 
Gordon (writing as 
Kathleen Kirkwood) and 
chapter vice president 
Marilyn Johnson, 
$15 members, $20 others. E-
mail Suzanne Moore at 
suz72350@hotmail.com  

To R.S.V.P. Forum 
Leave Phone Message 

 

Banned! What They Don't Want 
You To Read Or See 

 
by Jude Johnson  

   Censorship. The very word can make a writer's 
blood run cold. One's work can be labeled heretical, 
seditious, or obscene by others. Mark Twain, John 
Steinbeck, Harper Lee, and J.K.Rowling have all had 
their works banned by different groups. A reader's 
freedom of choice to read challenging ideas or 
concepts is limited by any attempt to censor materials 
at the public library. 

   On Sunday, June 15th, Richard DiRusso will 
discuss Pima County Library's polices regarding their 
collections and how they address concerns over 
questionable materials, why every author should be 
cognizant of the dangers of overactive censorship, 
and how best to market your work to the library.  

  Richard graduated from the University of Arizona School of Information 
Resources and Library Science in 1987 and has worked with the Pima County 
Library since 1990. He is the manager of PCPL's Collection Development 
Office, and the current chair of the American Library Associations' GLBT 
Roundtable's Stonewall Book Award.  

  Join us at the Sheraton Four Points Conference Center on June 15th. As 
always, you can either call in your reservations to 546-9382 OR email 
forums@ssa-az.org by Wednesday, June 11.  

 

Seven Secrets of Getting 
Published 

by Jude Johnson  
   There are many warnings out there about the 
"Dont's" when it comes to getting published. On 
Sunday, July 20th, SSA author Stephen Mertz will 
share the positives.  

  What does an unpublished writer need to 
emphasize to polish a manuscript to dazzling 
brilliance? As the author of more than 50 novels 
that have been widely translated and sold 
worldwide, Stephen will show you how to 
accentuate what's good about your work and bring 
that to the attention of publishers.  
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TGLBTCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
TGLBTCC Board of Directors 

We're looking for a few good volunteers. We have a couple openings 
for new board members. If you're interested, please email: 
president@tucsonglbtchamber.org 

Board Of Directors 

Shelly Fishman, President 
LPL Financial 
president@tucsonglbtchamber.org 

Chuck Bressi, Treasurer 
Royal Elizabeth Bed and Breakfast Inn 
treasurer@tucsonglbtchamber.org 

Greg Lauderback, Secretary 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
secretary@tucsonglbtchamber.org 

Committee Chairs 

Advocacy 
Shelly Fishman 
CUE Financial Group 

Communications 
Miki Odawa 
Simple Software 

Membership 
Jim Wilson 
Realty Executives of Southern Arizona 

Melissa Griebel 
The Clements Agency 

Program Committee 
Richard DiRusso 
Pima County Public Library 

Missy Paschke 
Feast Restaurant 

Director at Large 

Mary Jo Curtin 
American Family Insurance
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Meeting Schedules 
Check the summer and winter issues of the GLBTRT Newsletter for information about Round Table activities at Annual 
Conferences and Midwinter Meetings. You will find dates, times, and locations for all meetings and events, as well as program 
information for the Round Table. Typically, information about other ALA meetings and events of interest is also included.  

Committees 
As specified in the Round Table bylaws, the Steering Committee consists of two co-chairs of differing gender identities, a 
secretary, a treasurer, and the chairs of the various RT standing committees. Presented here are contact lists for Round Table 
officers, for standing committee chairs and members, for ad hoc committee chairs and members, and for liaisons and 
representatives to other ALA bodies. 

 

Steering Committee Officers 

Position Officer E-mail Address

Co-Chair Nancy Silverrod, 
2008-2010

nsilverrod@sfpl.org 

Co-Chair David S. Vess, 2009 vess@illinois.edu

Secretary Tracy Nectoux, 2008-
2010

tnectoux@illinois.edu 

Treasurer Dale McNeill, 2007-
2009

dale.mcneill.ala@gmail.com

RT Councilor John Sandstrom, 
2007-2010

sandstromjc@elpasotexas.gov

ALA Staff Liaison to the 
Round Table

Satia Orange sorange@ala.org

Standing Committee Members 

Committee Member E-mail Address

Stonewall Book 
Awards

Chair: Elizabeth 
Briggs, 2009

briggse@mail.ecu.edu

Vice Chair/Chair-
Elect: James 
Simonis, 2010

Simonis@lemoyne.edu

Immediate Past 
Chair: Richard 
DiRusso, 2008

Richard.DiRusso@pima.gov

Andy Johnson, 
2007-2009

afj@nwlink.com

Eric Johnson, 
2007-2009

ejohnson@selu.edu
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